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The Impact of Tourniquet on Plating of Acute Extraarticular Tibia Fractures
*Alireza Saied, MD; "~ Seyed Masood Moddarressi, MD

Abstract

Background: Use of Tourniquet in orthopaedics, to produce a bloodless field, is mainly for the comfort of the surgeon.
It is, however, associated with potential dangers. This study was performed to assess the effects of tourniquet use on
patients’ and surgeons’ comfort when plating tibial fractures.

Methods: 138 patients with acute extraarticular tibia fractures were randomized into “tourniquet” and “no tourniquet”
groups. Postoperatively patients’ pain, the amount of blood drainage, time to complete bony union, development of
infection and nonunion was compared between the two groups in a minimum one year follow-up.

Results: 73 cases who were in “no tourniquet” group had significantly less bloold drainage, and less postoperative pain
in the first 24 hours. The surgical time was however shorter in 65 patients that had tourniquet. The union or infection rates
showed no difference.

Conclusion: Avoidance of tourniquet use does not decrease the time to union or the infection rate after plating of tibia
fractures, but is associated with a decrease in pain perception by the patient in the early postoperative period.

Keywords: Tourniquets; Tibial fractures; Fracture fixation, internal; Pain

Received: 2 months before printing ; Accepted: 2 months before printing

*Orthopaedic Surgeon, Orthopaedic Department, Kerman University of Medical Sciences, Kerman, IRAN.
**Resident of Orthopaedic Surgery, Orthopaedic Department, Kerman University of Medical Sciences, Kerman, IRAN.

Corresponding author: Alireza Saied, MD
Bahonar hospital, Kerman, Iran.
E-mail: arsaiedmd@yahoo.com



i

w)»;w%szﬁjwuﬁl-cjsa

e 55 Useme ssba ol SIS ks JUS & 63,050 5
dos B eslinad a0 5 SIS (A Joe
Sl Jes ol s s il josly
S o gain 5 o olon dks 53550 b O SanSS
31,8 e plndl e Sl L 2 s gy ol SIS
S5 e A o Ll aalinr (6555 a5 Al Sage ann
s Gl Slske s (SR Ol cel (Ses
o3litl s b esliel U oy anlllae ol 3 Goa it
s sl S 53 IS o~ x fee 3 43,5 )

25 eate £

Ly, g5l

Sl S 0 55 Sedul oy b LI
S e i I 4S5l peal Ol S Clasl g le
Bl 1 s ezl |y asdllae 4 5555 dasl 5 oS jleg VYA L
Coigussl OLL B OWYAT Lp s 5l SbBT S ol
L3 Sl andllas 4 34,5 dal b s andllas 5,15 VYAV
O o L CRC- TS I VAP PR ]
Jos pll * winquist-hansen type II Sl Sass =
g5 3 S (eSS Gl ey sl s BB
phe ol alS YV g sl (SaSE L e
Glos s sy pde dbapllil 51K a5 s Sasls 3 s
oot 5y pde 5 S50 S PP P TR
Ol LaS

O3 5 (Ao 058 53w Balal O pon Oles
G038 Ok s ol e LA B 0S5
<ole sue = J=s 53 oS 5 g b S es Ols 5l SL
By el and g (40, 5 Ol Sos SL T o (4S5 90
Ldd 558 SlS aalllas 45 Sl 03 58 3555 3l e LESL
03,5 4 slon VI aadllas 40 5555 0555 OLL b3 55 ol @

A 3l (S0, 5 O 05 S w4 slen VY 5 a5, 55

1. Gustillo-Anderson

\YAA jﬂb & a)l.aw': «('.:J.a ajjé/ﬁ}lfj L}JL&A}Q.W\ u>\j>4.l>u

4ndke
Sl Jslize 5501 o Jlesl 3 G55 Sl ealinl
S sl 5 Jee o 53 S Sl G S s OF Sl
Sosba Wil a8 ol Gl 055 Ok ke
S a5 e SOl ) la Jes 0T 5 eslizad
o3l e 5 RIS p ke OT L LS 5 ol SU st ol by
oslatl ams 5 Gl SKew (3L sl Al e
O I N IR E PSS Te S et
& O Ol S wige 5o B Ol slp Jeod LB,
OLs exsles Sy ol @SS, 5l eslizad 5l L ol
o 3l SHhas el O ol WSS 30 Wy
S 3 ebdaas Gl Ol poken a5
Ol Gyl 5355 Tds,e gl s S58 G5 S5
S 53 JUS 058 oy @se 50 ol a8V
SCAESURT JURPIL SR R NN R R P
Seesde a ol sz )5S oK 55 ) ealinad Uiz Vay
She sl el 555 5 eslinad aSOT s w4 (5555
» Al lalh XS e 04 Lz
s L GIEe Cigis S by SaSS oy S
Ll glons Cenl Lo g Olsial 55 3550 53 S 50
sdis dnl s bl Sl Sl Jsl sy 3 xS
5 Sl Slalllan 5 3L s (e Js T
s ks My pd 3550 35 LBl sals Sl
Cwd alad ol ay ol 5 OLl 5o el plnl anlllas

D
G S s s mls L g gle SaaSs
Sisie o Sl s s pde s Ol
S sl 5l Fals Ol gl s (A Jes Jlise
o350 235 o Jlew 5 plr e B S el s ol
S eslizal Olggaad pl (SalSs Oleys sylllal i,
sms ol b Vel sy Ssen JUS 5 slaale
o 2l 03 s dslize s S5 SO s gy Sl eslind
5l 5 Jley S5 b Sasls w5le) ol ALt



VYo

..... SaSs GBS o e 3 Ly 50

(IA) 5,0 0F 5 (1Y) O3 VY Lo p a S 5l 3 (@S, 5 O
05,5 55 (IV4/0) 3,0 OA 5 (LY+/0) 0510 waSS, 5 o3 S 53
035 Whley v oSSLe il Hphs SO, Osb
O o3 S 5 (Ul Ye=VY) Jle YANVYERVY/0N S, 5
035 53 2y (U M-TD) Jl Yarkyey @S, 5
Yeove) aids $4/80FNY o Ol oSl K550
30,5 Ol 50ke ((V=V) YNEV/ET 535 000 0 00e (aids
VeuY0) o VYWEVEVES 5l Cele YE 3 Slysen
lem 3 (Sau5 S Dol sy Ol S0l 5 (Lo v
Wi Sesaer 4 o s kg s
@SS, 05 S slew 04 g (ole Y/0-A) ole £/80V/YY
Sla ¥l s Sisie Opd Saust e« ble
Yoos knsls JlS (Sa,m rr Siske s kol
©olen Vsl ol Sosie 05 (Sau i s
O3 058 55 Zdy R sk (Sou R e
aids 00/YYEV /A0~ s Ol pSle Sy
Sl (V=) VAARN/TY 555 6 00 pS0le (aids Ye—Ar)
VYRS Jl cele Y6 s Slases 305 Olie
S Oy oSk 5 (e VO e
Sl TV s Sl s e Gl Y-4) ol £/VAEY/ET
s pbode Slen ¥odil Sisie sl (Sau b
SR Dl T lideny JlS Sos 0t i 4 (Zigis
() dzils Gte (So, 78 0 Do ¥ oZishe 05k
Ol el Jos 0Ly Jsb Ol Wsls Olas Laasly
A3 g lsme ool b 3l s 31 e 555 5 Sy gen o]
35 bl 1) (S 355 148,58 O 03 S aSgsbe
5y oS Job zio Wl Jes &8 = 5 dp=r/ect)
5 S OLT s Slyges md5 Ol s (=t/00)
TUY L L& 8) 655 53 55 (Zdsien 3)lse JS o (p=2/+T)
S, 5 D 05 S 53710/0 b 6 8 5 (45,50 055 5

(P=4/00) Sl 3 g5 (gl me IVt (gLl L

\YAA jﬂb & a)l.aw': «('.:J.a ajjé/ﬁ}lfj L}JL&A}Q.W\ u>\j>4.l>u

LSl hestanad 05 5 b g Sl e 4 SIS 4Gy 5
2 a5 Sl s Sk Gl Sus 3 s s AVt
S s L3 GV e sm o shen 100 o 3 Obley olas
el Y8 53 Ohlogy adS A3 L (g i e Toe BYVY)
O3 e 5 Sl gan b5 305 Ol i3 5l e I
SLFS e 5 Sigie (b lse Ol iy a3l dl S G
oslizal 1353 (o Mes el Sl eans Sleves 6l XA (68
sl 355 30 DS ) e G ey OF 53 a5 A
Voo Jaosd LB s patie 353 6 e ulide cpl 53 s e
S A8 dlse s 5l U8 gl s 0 RAYVRTNR P
355 sl w3 55 )y s G5 S esliad e LD &S
Dok b ok S5 b aas me i e Jes 53 S
CEEIL (g3l IS a6, 5

R rl;.u'\ Sl Lasl Ohlaws b >l Jlesl
Al Jes Cos b sl V0 L8 Hlr e Solg o
G35 aslre Cod ces Sl 5 13 058 55 a Oles 0
S S s e Slacan 5 a5 liicas
Slisie A3 S Cd e e Sl sb el a4 i
o253 S A 5 00 Sy (s 8 o8 b L b
(has Zisie) 4,8 dul i8S 0og Cote b 5 e
S A S s b Sao i sl Ol
A e dey CnSE L Ty S, L S
Lizasls ad eils edgs a0 15 0BT (6,80 &5 Sy 5 Oyl
2503 51305 S plS )3 ey oS

5200l g el ladsesl Loeds b glaesls
gl Las Ll SPSS (Ul Ll 5 () st

Al a § by 000 (gl ixa

azsl

25 A 6, b s et Hle VYA sl

o); BE )La.:z \/Y/j((ﬁb/\:i)):)l a}; BE )La.:.: 1o )9 Qlﬂlﬂ

1. Visual Analogue Scale (VAS)
2. Mann-Whitney U



\Y§

JA)JAQMV\?AAJSAJWLAJA&JSJ

(MS.:J)‘,J QJJQ))J((AS._.})‘,J)I e,ﬁ,;,;)@}\ﬂ@w .\J}.\?

\YAA jﬂb & b)LA.«-: «v.:..&.h a))A/Cﬂﬁ‘ JJL&A}Q.W\ L5>\J>U‘N

p- value S, ok Soo$ e

+/AY (/Y+/0) Vo (VARDRLS &jﬁ

(1¥4/0) 0A (/A+) oY e
AR YOTE Y0 FaMNYE Y01 o e
XYY g/vaty /6 g/g0)/YY (sle) (S35 55 iy 0ol s Oloy il
(/a+/8) 1 (/4+/A) 04 (Ao)3) Sighe Oy (So,05 osr
ATON (LY (1o 2) isie b (Ss,55 oor
e ((R7ADAs ((AVADA (eo3) Cigie Oady S2, 55 5
XN Y (/1/0) ) (o)) G5 S S
e 00/YYEY /40 £4/8 04/YY (435) o Jos Ol xSl
[ent V/AAEN/YY YNVAEN /80 333 0y pSobe
R YVY Vs Y&/EvETE L (oois) Slasan 5055 Oln 0l

A S i (S0 b (RS ol e L 055
s opl Bk 51l L st Ol 4 esle [SansCs
351 S 45,5 5l eslital pde oS 23S I ar 55,50 5
Slow 038 axlse 5 5l B 5 JSAL 5 s sl
358 g3 O (GO RSl ke
O340 058 52 Jsl el YE 55 Slygen md 5 Ol
S 1S galse 53 0 4SS, 80 058 Sl RS (WSS
5 5 Sl Slisan > e Ml 1 sl A el eslind
23 s e el el S opl eidls 4S5 Slen 45 (52,05
5 O 3L U8 S5 el 2l 03 e Jes G
53 Vsl e ten i b Gillas ISl 831555 1355 e S
3o b SKanls 53 @SS b e i 4 20
SR ot Oledly o 5 s Ol S S5 058
i e e N S ats

Omed & die Sl s S T 0 Ol b bl

oS pen 3l Ol 1o s Al el e
S b Ohles 3 Jsane Lsba O s e eslinal
ot b oS sen s e 53 oS At e w s
e O3 a5 A plal S ol oS el S s

Sy Jad axdllas s gdme

— T S50 058 55 Jos Sl dm glinl 0555 3
doee 03 e Sl iy (S g (s g B (s
Ol TAVA (455,55 O 05,5 53 s edaline S0, 5
bim was o 3 e Jos 53 bD S Ui ol
S wadls bl Wl e el S0 L Ly Ko s
5,55 bl 535 JIS 45,5 03,55 aslic

o= Sl SanSs s 4,5 5 eslinl pte andlas ool s
b (Soopmir dlaast 5o by jedd CudlyS s Jais
e S bl (IS SN o fes S e Sie
035 55 53 S Odel Cesw by o Ske o
Sosp 3 eslizal pde g0 3 ax S1osll s S
Voapd) 3L GBI ol sk (A Jes Uik
s Dl 2t 51 Shee Ol Bl ol Js (i3
b g 3l eslinad ede b Sl il e b L
Sl o033 53 Olle 355 Olge 2alS sy msls SLS
553 3550 53 Slallas L @l:d Loasl ol s >l Jes
DU e s S5 5l eslitl 5 L Jas 5l ey

s oS Sais 2 b gla Sl bis ol anllas s
sl S sl Joe Ol Syse 3 B L alas



VYWY

..... S NS o e 53 4y b

JJS°U)5(_§)‘JL;*‘)}L4‘ b f‘f&q&d\ﬁ) 4&;.»)): U':"'H
Ok 1) G5 Ol o o8 Sloj Do 5 Ly a5 AL
Sl 5 ol an 5l Olpe o & Al 55 Ol
il a0l Cde ol = e w .m>>j.& i sl 92
Al e ed andlas s okl Cosa slael 3 i

J\iu J})LAU‘)LQ.:J)}J&&UL‘)WQJ)—V obﬁﬁ;mﬁ
Al oS85l eslaal ol c,LLdJ;L;Y}bLAJA;QLA)'JQ
3 235 003 S 55 4S5 Slame Oley Sl Lo wBls 0 s S e
g ol addlas glacus s 51 Sos Sl

g;og'w-»‘ g):..u U\)&M j]((wls)) ‘Lf\y «uJUa.a &‘ BL
G2 L g S S b S
<<\V)J£; dlae o .<°>>)UJ ng:_'b Ol Ss, s
)u\{}mﬁb.hm.;d&j\ﬂo)j)v‘bjhki:ﬁ)j

Colg 5o s Ll sl (dys Ol aS (g sbay A anes

LY wl..v.)b 9 Ju.)_)s s ;;1‘_;—’“’

sl pl b el s ol | (KK s Cs e
‘UJUG.A DL .Jj».fl L.J’;j) d:""”..l" LY C,.w‘ L;Gj*ﬁ)ﬁ Ql.o.o._v‘ L
Sl 0L S Sl e e s
S ol 03 pabsh 5 K3 S e p 1y Ol

M1 sl JIS
G s aadllas 35l el Slew o5 L oSG sl Kass
xqﬁ.xsﬁwéuw&bauoéduﬁ&&
S S g o Ol wlie Shlew (6 eelss Lo
QLJT L Py L;vbl.«?s DL ;JJ‘)}J‘}} Q‘J:A L;LS)}LM
A6-80 > 55 U5 S 0 Sl SO 5 e L LS PR
S ol B S B s L ASM’M:);. sl oS Ao
w oy e asdls wlin sl Cosae U Sayt e
wlin (17 554>) Jad andllas s Cigie Jhal CS 5 e

(Y+)
Sl G e ) ) S

1. Kase

\YAA jﬂb & a)l.aw': «('.:J.a ajjé/ﬁ}lfj L}JL&A}Q.W\ u>\j>4.l>u

Sis5 e &S 3550 ol 5 Ol miy OlLbl
O s el aBl S el sl 1 Sl S0
Sigie b (S0 e s (Bl Sl 3 85 5
sly Jals =ty sba |y Jos Sl ey 203 Js s Ll
S Bl Ll s)lpe cpl 5o 4,8 5 ealial pde LS
Ol 5 5o Slllas mls S SKaS Slew 4 g
oAl e 51 e 355 @S5 ) eslanad ple S Aas e

O s

O Oy & uyds5 5 s adle Olsla 3l Soen
S sl Bl sl Ll a8 Sl eslid 4 lasies |
23 4,5l el a5 4 sle sll Jlaz 555 55 andllas
Jos VIVEY 5 el assjle Lils 5 ol Jes YEY
05 505 AR L

U aadllae G Lais O #SU o LE O3 oS 6 Solea
0Ll 53 by g ol SanSs s (IS o 53 43,5
W g0 e 3l had allan b oaglia 53 o8 Vel wsls
Slysr 4 65 adlas opl 53 3 038 eslizal (508 L
Odel s Ol s KaeSs Slo g s Ol s
T les T 51 cl sl oLl (6 K0 Ole ( So) 95 i
salie (ot gie s Ol 5 J5U S dmils &S5 L8
B N NP P Y P PUVR, DR
il bedts plnil bl Slabome 45 ol 552 L
2> SN 5 IS r@)gsm;@;ﬁw};
o5 s s el SGoy 5 A g Seasls
v o 03 0 Obx e lSSE Pl b 5l sl
AS o 25 L Oswlbldas 5 350 e OlsFaal 058
adp eSSl Cussdee @Sy Sl eslial ads b
U Sl s b Wy SO sdmsgn i S,
P L S 338 sl 2SIy S G058 038
ey ila Sl 0BT Vs e STl ol s pll oo
S5 e 85 AS Sl el b addllas s e e
U151 Feb5S 55 Joe Olas il o i Slas e 3l 3150 53

ax S1easl andls (ool Cuenl &S0, 5 e b s S 5 p



VYA

JA)JAQM.,L:MJSAJWL)JA&JSJ

0> aBly onl 5 3 6 5SSl G Gl sk
Al e b andlas anl b 33l

& S 4o
2o el SaSs ol 5 s eslin
L So,ss b Ol ((So o Odel Cowsas Ol
Lo Sasls 53 SW 5 e Alr Jos S isie
5 el L a5 00,50 esliad Sy 6o )lS Las 3G

.wlo‘ﬂh&;j\mo)‘jéjbjuﬁ

\YAA jﬂb & a)l.a.,.fi: «VJJA aJJA/Qb;J JJUA}Q.W\ f\fd;b‘

Sl 055 Siske 53 AL S M A S GRS S 0

Sliis TVl ks oyl Ve SonS ol s
Sl L i Jlasl 4SS, Sl eslizal &S al s
O 28T
Byl o a1 gl S5 el Jad addllas L OUT slaasil
ot 3515 313151 LB A O gl Sl e YY) oLl s
oS bl o Jas e ST sls 5 (adlae 4

(ld\.‘<.;4.))3 [)}J\..»)) ajjf BE J».GQL») )js.l.AQ}:bJ): a}‘j\.cm.

References

1. Duffy PJ. The arterial tourniquet. Department of Anaesthesia.
Ottawa General Hospital. Ottawa, Ontario, Canada.
www.uam.es/departamentos/medicina/anesnet/ gtoa/hm1.html.

2. Yoshida K, Murata Y, Takano H, Furuya M, Ohsawa
A. Intraoperative spasm of coronary and peripheral artery: a
case occurring after tourniquet deflation during sevoflurane
anesthesia. Anesth Prog. 1998;45(2):74-6.

3. Giannoudis PV, Snowden S, Matthews SJ, Smye
SW, Smith RM. Friction burns within the tibia during
reaming. Are they affected by the use of a tourniquet? J
Bone Joint Surg Br. 2002;84(4):492-6.

4. Hofmann AA, Wyatt RW. Fatal pulmonary embolism
following tourniquet inflation. A case report. J Bone Joint
Surg Am. 1985;67(4):633-4.

5. Kase T, Skjeldal S, Nordsletten L, Reikeras O. Healing of
tibial fractures is not impaired after acute hindlimb ischemia
in rats. Arch Orthop Trauma Surg. 1998;117(4-5):273-6.

6. Salam AA, Eyres KS, Cleary J, el-Sayed HH. The use
of a tourniquet when plating tibial fractures. J Bone Joint
Surg Br. 1991;73(1):86-7.

7. Court-Brown CM. Fractures of the tibia and fibula. In:
Bucholz RW, Heckman JD, Court-Brown C, eds. Rockwood
and Green's fractures in adults. 6" ed. Philadelphia:
Lippincott, Williams & Wilkins; 2006. p 2080-146.

8. Winquist RA, Hansen ST Jr. Comminuted fractures

of the femoral shaft treated by intramedullary nailing.
Orthop Clin North Am. 1980;11(3):633-48.

9. Gustilo RB, Anderson JT. Prevention of infection in
the treatment of one thousand and twenty-five open
fractures of long bones: retrospective and prospective
analyses. J Bone Joint Surg Am. 1976;58(4):453-8.

10. Takada M, Fukusaki M, Terao Y, Kanaide M,
Yamashita K, Matsumoto S, Sumikawa K. Pre-
administration of low-dose ketamine reduces tourniquet
pain in healthy volunteers. J Anesth. 2005;19(2):180-2.

11. Konrad G, Markmiller M, Lenich A, Mayr E,
Riiter A. Tourniquets may increase postoperative

swelling and pain after internal fixation of ankle
fractures. Clin Orthop Relat Res. 2005;(433):189-94.

12. Omeroglu H, Giinel U, Bicimoglu A, Tabak AY,
Ucaner A, Giiney O. The relationship between the use of
tourniquet and the intensity of postoperative pain in
surgically treated malleolar fractures. Foot Ankle Int. 1997;
18(12):798-802.

13. Green DP. General Principles. In: Green DP, Hotchkiss
RN, Pederson WC, Scott W, editors. Green's Operative Hand
Surgery. 5" ed. PA:Churchill Livingstone; 2005. p 3-24.

14. Hutchinson DT, Wang AA. Releasing the Tourniquet
in Carpal Tunnel Surgery. Hand (N Y). 2009 May 27.
[Epub ahead of print]

15. Odinsson A, Finsen V. Tourniquet use and its compli-
cations in Norway. J Bone Joint Surg Br. 2006;88 (8):1090-2.

16. Kutty S, McElwain JP. Padding under tourniquets in
tourniquet controlled surgery: Bruner's ten rules revisited.
Injury. 2002;33(1):75.

17. Kruse RL, Kelly PJ. Acceleration of fracture healing
distal to a venous tourniquet. J Bone Joint Surg Am.
1974;56(4):730-9.

18. Lu C, Miclau T, Hu D, Marcucio RS. Ischemia
leads to delayed union during fracture healing: a mouse
model. J Orthop Res. 2007;25(1):51-61.

19. Galpin RD, Veith RG, Hansen ST. Treatment of
failures after plating of tibial fractures. J Bone Joint Surg
Am. 1986;68(8):1231-6.

20. Lee YS, Chen SH, Lin JC, Chen YO, Huang CR,
Cheng CY. Surgical treatment of distal tibia fractures: a
comparison of medial and lateral plating. Orthopedics.
2009;32(3):163.

21. Maffulli N, Testa V, Capasso G. Use of a tourniquet
in the internal fixation of fractures of the distal part of the

fibula. A prospective, randomized trial. J Bone Joint Surg
Am. 1993;75(5):700-3.



