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Ponseti Method in Correction of Clubfoot Deformity
(Short-Term Results)

“Hadi Hamed Azimi, MD; “Behzad Narouie, MD

Abstract

Background: Clubfoot is a common congenital deformity in babies occurring in 1 in 1000 live births. The more
accepted procedure in the past was surgery in severe cases. Ponseti technique is a non-surgical treatment method. We are
exploring our early results in a small group of children with this method of manipulation and casting.

Methods: We reviewed 24 patients (32 feet) with idiopathic clubfoot who were initially treated with ponseti
method .The severity of deformity were classified according to the Pirani score system, before and after of correction
phase. Pirani severity score and result was used in a 9 months (4-14 months) average follow-up.

Results: Initial correction was achieved in 31 patients (96.8%). The patients, average of Pirani score before correction
was 5.53 and after correction was 0.09 (p<0.05). Tenotomy was done in 21 patients (65.62%).

Conclusion: Our study supports the use of ponseti method for the initial treatment of clubfoot deformity. Longer
follow-up will be necessary to assess the risk of recurrence.

Keywords: Clubfoot; Manipulation, orthopaedic; Foot deformities

Received: 5 months before printing ; Accepted: 1.5 months before printing

*QOrthopaedic Surgeon, Orthopaedic Department, Zahedan University of Medical Sciences, Zahedan, IRAN.
**General Practitioner, Researcher of Clinical Research & Development Center, Zahedan University of Medical Sciences, Zahedan, IRAN.

Corresponding author: Behzad Narouie, MD
No 1, Farhang 3 ally, 19 Mostafa Khomeini Street, Zahedan, Iran
E-mail: b_narouie@yahoo.com



)

..... d‘;"}) 4 Lyu% LSL’LLS)WL’ C)Lﬂ\

Sl CL.J 0535 pascie Jsay Js s S 5 eslinl
08 K513 eslinal 3550 agas Oy st 1444 L b

S O Vaale 5 (S8 ES Cpen (A ) s
Pl Jotl ® i 5 05555 L ol (s lial 5L
Yob e g et Al 4 e ool 2Ol e 350 s
s aS el s el s opl s e B e
ol o2 Vel Jlo O St GV b s 5 Al SR e
Db plasl S L asis A b (golal Aol
S b sl 03 a0l g5 Ol n e
S AT e sy S g3 mlE e 5 ol W Sl
YA SIS 6 0l Stadlspd gy s Saled 51 3 Oleys
Ol s s il saiSSS 552 sl 55 Kale
Bl sn 55 03lely 51 day s 3 Oleys & sl

S Ul Ol OLSen 5 Tilew 59 s andllas G s
Sl B OIS Olesa 5o F5e 5 sl sy SRS o
Pans o 228 5 ,Kaiar b b o 43 Oljes

L anlie 55 (aud 90 gy oS Lisls 0L 0L 5%
Ol sl S ks Olze DB Ol o sla b,
Pl 208 e sl iy 31 0T Solse 5 50 il

W s 320 Sy il gn et OLSen 525
A oIS b Sl Jsene 55 5 eslinal &S sl
AR

Ol 53 (6505 oy i 3585 Oloys & DS S
Sl 5 o Sl (Sddimer s 4 Sl ) 355 e e
s Sl San @l Oloys VLS 55 53 . ls Ko 3 0l
o b 5150 Sk Dl b g st Jolie
Oloss Sty g 5 DA alyl dle 55 I SUS mar
DVl K5 slacs 5 ol oglss b

It sloml Eely 530S Oleys oo &Sl & 4 5L
B g 2sh s o3l el (S5 > Sas
5 P Pl eds i ool (ool s ol e Oy

6. percutaneous
7. Cosma

8. Chen

9. Pittner

YYAA QLL»:U A a)Lo..ir «r.bi.h e)jJ/O\fJ J“’L‘A}J}":“"‘ L5>\)>41>m

4ndke

01§ 4 ol 3035k bl S p S
& Ol s ol o ¥ Ol 53 sl aliy W Vove 55 SO
NS syl iy el dB b 55 35l iy 55 5 e e
C‘P‘ 5 Sl (oL d ) a b 5L oy sty g b
Y e aS (6ol 3l s b LS S el e
St 2350 S5 5,0 s S5 slapsdin b os5505S
S Ol ek 5 Ol3s 5> DA et ¢l ol e
i 5 Al el S SaS kst il ad STk
D05 b e il ol aglan b iy (olaial oy

o Sgh OIS Oleys a8 Wl olis 0L 53GSS 5D
v_{ﬂ_w Y 3l ds Obeys gor S Sl J"A“J"‘“.ﬁ” 23
Bl s 5 e kil

L el I ailan L iy golomal o) sl
Sla gy 3l Al sl S SaS st dils o LS5
55 ol SDTel 5 BS54 05 o 0SS (63 11 o
G Ly oy 4 6 (bl sy Ll & 308 S
A Vs 45 e esls GBI L o beal plu 3l s s o o
BVns o g5 a5 Jlm 53 (Sl 528 53 Sop IS 5150

2313 Ol Slew AT (g adllas K s OLSen 5%l S
S A DS Olays (6,855 anle N oy03 G Sl g S
.m.lw) JvpY @JL o/oV wﬁu 3 e shel d s 5

Lo Sl o iy g Cle o lllS Oloyy O BOMNS
e g el Sl - Gae 3k pals 53 e
Sl eolasl 5 elanl ( Sl e OIS 4
S3wsll 5 o 181 SIS adsl les Ll 3 55 0
widiee poolse medle Sy Al be S Sl s
e i sy el 0L b s Sl s blS
dae o3l 5 Lodd Jlals Ly S sy by

3550 VA8 Jlo o SU cdsl € tad ) s seenS 5 2lS

1. Clubfoot

2. Arthrogryposis
3. Lourencgo

4. Ponseti

5. Gupta



a5

w0b sl S5 5 eckhe Ml (osla S

o 03 Oloss OLL 5 (6,558 axin oo OLL Oleys gl )
(Cdlisgls 5o i (sl o mas A awloma (ST,
medial Crease . curved lateral boader |»L%) midfoot o .
Joosterior crease slx) hindfoot  ,.; (_ « talar head coverage
.(empty heel . rigid equnius

TS 5 /0 o md 3l oS L jiwo o jms anb 3,050 &
Al i (Gl e axp 3,8 0 G5 ) o ye 3l 2
M i O BAS (gl il

5 35 BLS bl 0l 5l besls o (s
SPSS s el i35l o5 3 bas glaos S gl t (s ml0l Osasl
S a8 s /00 (gl el S esliz

aasl

03,5 dazl o NS Cleay &5 (L YY) Sl YE Sl
o M (VA Slaw VUi S 18 andllas 5540 s g
A3 s 4 bgs (YY) Jlaw A 5 4 b S & s 3dls
il 35 Gao V=TV 0) 5o, VYT Ohlas o s
oS anrl o Olan plad 3 Cute slen ¥ o3 Solls
A3 g (Sl s) 4 lal &b S & Sl

DA Sl 5 Y Bl (o) (g8 5 sl Sl
220NV elE g5 3 05e 3 (5,558 sliws SSke
Guls e O Ll 5 590 Y08 0dis a5 55 3,140
(p=2/v0)) Cils 5

350 35 52 53 S S S a5 (G Al o e
L3 3y ek LU el 0 5 55 0 5 05 5

o= 8 5 /A Ol gars S8 (Sl o el J.<L.e
OV dsd) (P=0/00Y) ey 0 /0) a2l o550 0L

YYAA QLZ.»:U An e)L«..i‘r «V.Jai.h 0,9 /Q\Jﬁ\ J..ﬁl.au 3 L}‘}z:.w‘ f\ﬁ U;u

ﬁu:—iJ—”Q*—’)”‘drc-féﬁv’vu”)U"dJWLU“
Sl Q\Jtiaél?ﬂjle&:)b shod 4 b slagleals
J_).gv\;)b )ﬁ-) CJ}.B U%QL&UJ L;\J{((g;““';ﬁ;))uzj) J)jd))

oled £ 1355 Sodesls S 4y 5 dlie pl 53 o s O

L s,y 9390

Vo s V8) Dl YESeunl o andllas ol s
Sl 35S0 a4 OIS A Mae oo 4 5 (s
slo & e 4y 53 gl 4| o Olals ()Y (31 Ol oy
sl acmr o Ol plas iz S 13 anlllan 550 o S0ls ) sba
solet Sy Olay Bl dx s S5 (o, S5S 5 dsls
3 oLt i 3 Ollew &S 18 sy ole VE STUs
Al Jloys Gigyeslys JelS Sledbl -l

il ol 0SS 5 Ol e 53 el a5 ol
Olej (s 5358 g5 0 Ko oo b sl 53 ik Oleys
o)Hpg)HYﬁu;éj_SG_f.w\jx;J,lm&
Lis s POl Cuns 3 5L S a o e ol Saas
S S b Cxs Iodors o5 a3 o o3l 5 XS o
Lo o b o8 sl 555 41in 0 51 oy Ysmms 5,5

MVl 55 o555 35050 IV )

o 03 3 24 O

3 Bl (A ) Jseme a5 ) sos Oleys b3
a4 4SS o ol g e el 1 Sl a0l
ez Sl b e b Gl Jolde (SE5 5 L IS ks

hindfoot o , i 45 Al bl Jloj asi 55 Lo andllas >
AU e il ) 5l s midfoot 6, 5 ) I S5
el b L e 28 S 5 05 JoS ISl ks
plol (8 oo Ao 4 GESL 53 S Glaj 0
AE S S Y0 Sl s Cards 3 L s

g NS Olajs 5 dms 5 b (5w 008 Sle N g

Olays 3l A Oleys 3l b8 N

pvalue — Bl oKl S Pl oSk =
/Y . . . | /0 +/aY Curved lateral boarder
YN +/0 . /) \ /0 <A1 Medial crease
/4Y4 +/0 /oY \ % Talar head converge
o \ ot Y | YV Midfoot score




YYAA QLZ.»:U A e)L«..i‘r «V.Jai.h 0,9 /Ol;i1 J..pbu 3 L)‘}z?wa‘ J’lﬁ U;u

Olays 5 day Oleys 31 8
-value > - Boasd
P S8 Sl Ske FS1a Sl Sbe
A . /0 . o | ) /S Posterior crease
eV . /0 oY \ /0 /40 Rigid Equinus
/AN | /0 A Empty Heel
s \ 7y Y \ Y/VE Hindfoot score

23 (g gy leslaul 5y 55 dlsie Slallas
;ga_‘ BL Ubl_{o.h E) 1((J_l‘.>)) C,.wl ol vbu\ C)ﬁuﬁ)\s OLA)J
NS Slays 53 (5l (shuslaal 5l eslanal a5 Ksls OLES aslllas

GO 0 S Wy W S P B PP RERCP
)

CAS asla |y e85 4 0L pde L LIS e

Doy A4S Lsls olad andllas SO s 0L 5 20l 4D
3300 =l bl a5l D3OS Bleys o <‘51;4ﬁ>’
Ol A s s s e ST Oleys Glaay e
Ml ol s,

SIS e (L 8Y) 5l YA (ay r K0s aslllas s
LY aS ais eals QLS (s gy ol Sloys ((awdg) sy L &S
3 e (e sl Sl s Oleys s ga L (J40/VY)
3 a5 s (IAYAT) Ly YE 35 £/4 Ol s g
i
)l Sl san 5 g adlllae il

SRS 4 M (L) Jlew YE 55y » andlles SO 5o

L S 55 TAVA Olays S go Olppe 55 Lo andllan s 7

.Jﬁ'/.qo g;..:ﬁ.é}aQ\ﬁg&)ﬁﬁﬁdb))((&dﬁ)l&j}bﬁ
3ylee T8N 54 870 Ol @,;;ly<(@lﬁ)> o yos JKJL,«
G 3o Olen 5 o anlllan 53 P S 13 e gy co
&;c;);@lwéyw\b@bgéaﬁ]ﬂ'\//\ Oleys
S Wsls oLES De (L YOT) Slagy Vo S p Sus adlas s

S 32 ETV0La s £, oL (Gl Sl Slee

s Olas b ge Olme w2l 2alS (6 Sl sbas Ol s

1. Dyer
2. Eberhardt

OLL 31 s 555 /2 Oleys 31 L3 hindfoot o i Sl
3 1 e O ol 5 8l Al Y w Sl
das 48 35 0/0Y Olays 31 LB (5w 6 el puS0le (YU 5i)
W23l ralS /8w Sl ey 0Ll

iy s ga Ol e caalan ol slaa sl ol
3L o TAVA & OIS Oloys )5 (s )

oy o 4 len SO e Ol aen 53 (S Sl
4S Gl sy 588 Ol (F0AY) Jlas YV s
Pl Sl e aalllae ) 53 A L
3 Ok oS 3luas 51 26 Kl e 4SS el S g0 5 55
.Aab hindfoot « e midfoot ;s YL alsl o e b

S (s g2 sy ) eslizud bl ot sladle s
i a S s slel 5 S| 5l ol 5 Sl s
Ol (i) Sy bl o) slra o sodls
oo ol 02 DB (5 olwal 36 e POl Jlazml L5
Sl o Wl Y 0558 55 e asy opl el 140 =4A

(e

. ). N . . Lo
u_>-).3)>. w\fﬂgdﬁybf\ﬂﬂqkﬂjbe)jé
IV =Y e () G el Sl e 558 Ol 55

(H)Cﬁwl PR e &)\;

.x_'dljjgrn:)_c;)\ja)l&)%gﬁ\‘
Jelse 51 S 5a Qb)zg;%ié}»p«v;.@ﬁ»u:j)lﬂg,\;u
Vd}))\('.}a‘_&obl.ﬂi_w‘ ‘LSJWL J}&)‘ oué;}bw

w‘&ﬂféalj:uv\&‘}ﬂg)‘wwf



aA

ool sl S5 5 adre el (gola S

plol g asdie s e SlAL ol Sl DSOS
53003 Gl 2l 5 0l L3l 5 e e
() sy aSslan a5 L tomen sl a5 3
S sy =l el 1 e «.,e)uvsjou iy yaS
Slp oz N i o 5 D3OS Ol

S g g

(02) bVl b Ol slas sy 551 oo O 51 S5 L
Olaly (S psle oKy b Sliion anw s S 0 5 Okl
A3 503 (55l anllas ol plnil 53 1y Lo &S

YYAA QLL»:U A e)Lo..ir «V.Jai.h c)jﬁ/ﬁ)\ﬁl JJUA)Q‘N\ L5>\)>41>u

ssbas 0oy 5l em s sl 55 Lo addlas s "5 4740

TAVA Oloys b 3o Oljme 5 (P<2/00) L alS (5, Kadir
3513 S pan S G 58 allan il L S 55

a5l 5780 YL i s oy b (5,505 b alle

Sy Sip Olasl 3o m A LY o se e 40
O3
54ls

& S 4o
Olayd 53 (s Sigy aS sl Oli s asllae o
s b el o 5L s el S Jle O3S
Olass pde e Sl an a5 Ldias o JialS (oS

References

1. Boehm S, Limpaphayom N, Alaee F, Sinclair MF,
Dobbs MB. Early results of the Ponseti method for the
treatment of clubfoot in distal arthrogryposis. J Bone Joint
Surg Am. 2008;90(7):1501-7.

2. EI-Hawary R, Karol LA, Jeans KA, Richards BS. Gait
analysis of children treated for clubfoot with physical
therapy or the nseti cast technique. J Bone Joint Surg Am.
2008;90(7):1508-16.

3. Siapkara A, Duncan R. Congenital talipes equinovarus:
a review of current management. J Bone Joint Surg Br.
2007;89(8):995-1000.

4. Lourengo AF, Morcuende JA. Correction of neglected
idiopathic club foot by the Ponseti method. J Bone Joint
Surg Br. 2007;89(3):378-81.

5. Terrazas-Lafargue G, Morcuende JA. Effect of cast
removal timing in the correction of idiopathic clubfoot by
the Ponseti method. lowa Orthop J. 2007;27:24-7.

6. Gupta A, Singh S, Patel P, Patel J, Varshney MK.
Evaluation of the utility of the Ponseti method of correction
of clubfoot deformity in a developing nation. Int Orthop.
2008;32(1):75-9.

7. Staheli L, Ignacio Ponseti 1. Clubfoot: Ponesti
Management. 2™ ed. Global HELP Organization. 2005.

8. Cosma D, Vasilescu D, Vasilescu D, Valeanu M.
Comparative results of the conservative treatment in clubfoot by
two different protocols. J Pediatr Orthop B. 2007;16 (5): 317-21.

9. Chen RC, Gordon JE, Luhmann SJ, Schoenecker PL,
Dobbs MB. A new dynamic foot abduction orthosis for
clubfoot treatment. J Pediatr Orthop. 2007;27(5):522-8.

10. Pittner DE, Klingele KE, Beebe AC. Treatment of
clubfoot with the Ponseti method: a comparison of
casting materials. J Pediatr Orthop. 2008;28(2):250-3.

11. James HB. Congenital anomalies of the lower extremity.
In: Canale ST editor. Campbell’s Operative Orthopaedics.
11" ed. Philadelphia: Mosby; 2008. p 1084-8.

12. Dyer PJ, Davis N. The role of the Pirani scoring system
in the management of club foot by the Ponseti method. J
Bone Joint Surg Br. 2006;88(8):1082-4.

13. Eberhardt O, Schelling K, Parsch K, Wirth T.
Treatment of congenital clubfoot with the Ponseti method. Z
Orthop lhre Grenzgeb. 2006;144(5):497-501. German.

14. Kampa R, Binks K, Dunkley M, Coates C. Multi-
disciplinary management of clubfeet using the Ponseti
method in a district general hospital setting. J Child Orthop.
2008;2(6):463-7.

15. Abbas M, Qureshi OA, Jeelani LZ, Azam Q, Khan AQ,
Sabir AB. Management of congenital talipes equinovarus by
Ponseti technique: a clinical study. J Foot Ankle Surg. 2008;
47(6):541-5.

16. Shack N, Eastwood DM. Early results of a physio-
therapist-delivered Ponseti service for the management of
idiopathic congenital talipes equinovarus foot deformity.
J Bone Joint Surg Br. 2006;88(8):1085-9.

17. Changulani M, Garg NK, Rajagopal TS, Bass A,
Nayagam SN, Sampath J, Bruce CE. Treatment of
idiopathic club foot using the Ponseti method. Initial
experience. J Bone Joint Surg Br. 2006;88(10):1385-7.



